L. M., GIRL, aged 11. Suffered from infantile paralysis affecting the right lower limb which is completely flail. Pain and swelling appeared in, the right knee. Chorea afterwards developed and patient has left a mitral lesion.
By G. PERKINS, M.Ch.
PATIENT, a boy, aged 11, says that eight years ago a cart wheel ran over his right ankle; since then he has had difficulty in walking. Some years ago the right tendo Achillis was divided in a country hospital.
On examination the boy appears to be of normal mentality. There is marked spasm of the whole of the right leg. The hip is held in flexion and adduction, and the muscular spasm cannot be overcome by passive force. At the knee there is full active range: and at the ankle full passive range is possible, but only about three-quarters active range. The deep reflexes are increased, and the plantar reflex is extensor. On the left leg the plantar response is also extensor, but there is very little spasm of muscles, and full active range is possible at all joints. The arms are normal. Athetosis is absent. He walks with a stiff hip, flexed and adducted, and with a valgoid foot. This is presumably a case of spastic paraplegia, in no way related to the injury of eight years ago.
Mr. H. A. T. FAIRBANK (in discussing treatment) said he would advise operating on the obturator nerve. The valgus of foot could be corrected by a tendon or a nerve operation, preferably the latter.
